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Going places

A Marita was tired. She had crossed the border into Mexico four hours ago and now

she needed a drink. She stopped when she saw the

first bar sign, went in and ordered a drink.

The barman was friendly, like most Mexican barmen, but he looked a bit lonely so she started
chatting with him. She soon discovered that he wasn’t Mexican. His name was Rick and he came
- from New York. Marita was surprised.
“So how did you end up in a bar in a place like this, Rick?" she asked him.

“It's @ long story, Sefiorita, and you'll never believe it, but every word of it is true ..."
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B TI've always wanted to have my own car —
not just any old car, but a cool green Cadillac.

o Well, when I got my driver’s license, I worked

hard, saved my money and bought an old
model for $300. Then my friend Donny, who is
a mechanic, helped me to repair it. I'll never
forget the day that we sprayed it grass green.
Wow, what a feeling!

Soon after that Donny said, “So now what?”
That's when our action plan began. I mean,
with a car like that you really need to go places!

We decided to leave NYC and go west.
Donny’s big dream was California —

you know, surfing and all that stuff.

So we worked long hours, till we had

some money for the trip.

Then we set off. We had planned carefully
but we knew that the money might not last.
We had great times. And some parts of the
States are awesome. | mean, Geography at
school cannot begin to describe places like
the Grand Canyon or Apache Lake.

R Foo oY Fp oGNS
Well, they acted nice but they really only
wanted our car. Luckily we could stop them!

C In a diner on Route 66 we once met these
girls — really nice girls, or so we thought ...
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D Well, we got across the border into

-5 California all right, but we had money

problems again. Then we got lucky: Donny
got a job as a mechanic — and I became a fruit
picker. Boy, was that hard work!

Most of the pickers were Mexicans.

I made friends and was happy that I could
speak Spanish, like at home. You know,
I'm part Hispanic. And, well, I felt a bit
homesick.



= One morning something terrible happened.

t was still dark outside. Suddenly the sound of
»arking woke us up. It was a police raid! The cops
srabbed all the pickers without papers — me, too.
You see, Donny had the Cadillac and my papers
were in it. But the police didn’t believe me.

it was really awful! They drove us into Mexico and
ust left us in the middle of nowhere. We pickers
shared what little we had and somehow we made
it to a village. I felt helpless but the people there
were very friendly. Then a trucker gave me a ride to
this place. I had no money and I was as hungry as
a bear. The owner said I could work here. I slept in
their back room and ate with the family.
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F Finally, I could call Donny. Of course, he was
very worried when he drove out to see me on the
day of the raid — I was gone and he couldn’t get any
information from the police!

Well, he sent me my papers and he wants to drive
over here soon. But, you know, I've decided to stay
here. The bar looks good now. And we have live
music on some nights. That attracts tourists to
make a break on their way down to Mexico City.
And as you know, this is the only place for miles
with Internet access!
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G “Wow, what a story!” said Marita. “Well, look,
| must move on now. If | have time, Ill stop here on
my way back. Tell me, what was your e-mail address
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1 Before you read: The pictures

What do you think is happening in the pici

2 Places and action (- p. 43/ex. 14,15)

a) Read the story. Where are the people ir
the pictures? Were you right about the
pictures (in exercise 1)?

b) What info is in picture 1 which isn't in t
text?

c) Write a list of places in the story.
Copy the map at the back of your book
Mark the places in the story on it.

d) Put these sentences on your map wher
they happened:

Two girls tried to steal the Cadillac.

@k and Donny planned t

[g)nny gotajob as a mechani?[

There was a police ram Rick worked in

3 All about Rick

a) What do we find out about Rick?
Choose the right info and write senten
about him.

likes green Cadillacs - is Hispanic « o\
surfing - works hard - loves travelling
works as a cowboy - speaks Chinese

thinks the Grand Canyon is awful

% b) Correct the wrong info.

4 For my folder: Going places (- p.

Imagine you are going on an adventure t
Where would you like to go? Write about
These questions can help you:

P> What good/bad things could happen?
What would you have to leave behind?
What about money? What do you think:



