A letter to a magazine

Dear Newtech,

Your article on the Skywalk last month
describes the new platform as “a great piece
of tribal® technology’.

. 1'm one of the oldest prople in the Hualapai
tribe and I'm worried. I sce the Skywalk as a
big problem: Our land is for everyone, for us,
for our ancestors?, for our children and our
children’s children.

We must look after it. We get all our food
from it and water from the rivers and lukes.
So we must respect” il

The Skywalk will bring too many fourists to
our land. They'll rake our rocks' us souvenirs
. and destroy the lund. And they'll leave all
(heir garbages. And they'l use all our water
for their oilets and showers!

Some land is very sacred to the Hualapai
people. This means we musm't build
anything on it. But our tribal council® has

let others do this on sacred Hualapai ground!

The Skywalk is like a monster. It could stop
people on their way Lo betrer lands after they
die. I'm sure that one day the people from
our tribe who said ‘yes’ to this monster will
be sorry. But by then it'll be too late!

Yours,

Rory Quasala, Peach Springs

“ribl trbl] - Srammes Gancestors Uaesestaz] - Vorfafuven/Afinen, *to respect [ri'spekt] - respekiieren,
srock [mk] - Stein, Sgubage ['oaidg] - Mill, Scouncil [kavnst] - Rat

A Reading
1 Underslanding
Read the text and choose the besl answer.

a. The letter is from 1 atourist, 7 aman from atribe. 3 an ancestor
b. Itisabout 1 garbage. 2 the Skywalk. 3 technologyv.
¢. Rory Quasalais 1 warried. 2 late. 3 sorry.

He thinks the land isfor 1 everyone. 2 his ancestors, 3 tourists.

He says tourists will 1 die.

‘The tribal council has
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1 Right or wrong?

7 look after it
1 taken rocks. 2 used all the water.

3 leave all their garbage.
3 said ‘ves’ to the Skywalk,

Read Lhe text again. What does Rory say about the Skywalk?

a. IU's a monster.

b. Tt will cat their children.

¢. It could stop people when they die.
d. It will bring a lot of tourists,

e. It's a great piece of tribal wchnology.
f. Tt will use all their rocks.

2. It's on sacred ground,

h. It's a big problem.



B Language
Find the words in the text with the same or a similar meaning.

a report b, takecarcof  c. visitors  d. stones e rubbish  f Jand

) C Listening

1 Parta)

Listen to the radio chat show and complete the sentences.

a. Louisa is [rom the Hualapai ... . d. Some older people are against the ... .
b. She works lor the ... . €. Rory Quasala is her ... .

¢. She doesn't live on the ... . f. Heis very angry with ... .

? Parth)

Listen to more of the chat show and answer the questions,
a. Is Louisa for vr against the Skywalk?

b. Which of these reasons does she give lor her opinion?
1 The Hualapai need money. 2 There are ather platforms, 3 IU's beautitul.
4 ltgivesworkto hertribe. 5 Visitors can learn about her tribe. 6 Trisn't very big.

€. Whal is the number of the highway which goes through Peach Springs?

- D Speaking

1 Skills

Collect opinions about the Skywalk from A Reading and C Listening. Make a list ‘for’ and
a list ‘against’ it.

2 Role play

One of you is Rory, the other is Louisa. Discuss the Skywalk with each other.

E Writing
1 Your opinion

Do you think a platform like the Skywalk is a good idea? Why or why not? Write two reasons.

%2 Aletter to a newspaper

Write a letter to the Newtech magazine. Is Rory right or wrong? What do you think? Say why.
Write 3-4 sentences.



